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| N HI: S'is the fit Re AR Z 
* - * have had to congratulate your 
happy Return to this Houſe of 


. 40 In the Beauty of Holineſs, yet 
It cannot but be allow'd more particularly 
| To at this Time, when we are again aſſembled 
to 'worſhip G0 b in this His Temple; which, 
by your commendable Induſtry: and great 
Expence, is render'd ſo very beautiful and 

"YH commodious for His Service. 


ö Pſalm wants a Title in he fen | | 


but appears from 1 Chron. xvi. to have been 


compoſed by David at the bringing the Ark 


from the Houſe of Obed-Edom to Jon; and 
in this divine Hymn the Royal Prophet xa 

reſſes the Joy he had in Gop's ſpecial Pre- 
lence among _ and call _ all * 
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To worſhip Gov, is to Hon ur 
| Gov, with all the Powers and Fac ties © 
our Souls and Bodies: And that we e 

thus to honour and worſhip Gop, will appe 


to ee his Workhip, An 
Advice in the Text — 4 a rect 
to the People of Trae, yer it is equa 

ing under the Diſpenſation of the SY 
the Words, we ne. 


Fit, An Exhortation t to 2 a ee and 


neceſſary Duty, viz. the Ys we W D 7 


O worſhip dhe Lon. | To oaths 1 T0; 


. . 


Secondly, A Direction for the right Perfor: 7 
mance of it ; In the Beauty of Holineſs. ET, 


An D, Faſt, The Pſalmiſt exhorts . in k h 


Text to a fundamental and Tieceſfar 4 


55, vis. che Worſhip of Gov OR 


LOoRD. 


highly reaſonable and fitting, if we co * 
the tranſcendent Excellencies of His Nature, 


and the Right and Title He has to our Ser: 


vice. All Perfections by a natural Right, chal 


: lenge a proportionable Eſteem and Reverence, 


Now Gov: is the moſt excellent and perfect 


Being: He is the greateſt and beſt, and theres 


fore we ought in the moſt eminent. Degree 
to admire 2 love, to fear and reverence 


Him. If we conſider Him as the firſt Cauſe - 
of all Things, He has a natural Claim to the 


Praiſe and "Glory of all His Works = 
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Creation and Purchaſe 
_— we have, and can do, to Him; and 


1 hs erelore, all * Works of G0 D are ſaid 
w ptaiſe. Him. The Heavens declare His Glo» 


9% an the Firmament ſbeweth His handy Work. 
| * 28 to ourſelves, we are entirely His by 
We owe our Beings, 


this gives Him a natural Right- to our Wor- 


mip; and not to worſhip Him, would be the 
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greateſt Act of Injuſtice; or to join any other 


Thing with Him, as the Object of divine Wor- 


ip, would be infinitely to debaſe and diſpa- 


5 Him; 15 ſince it intimates, that ſomcrhing 


a5 excellent and perfect as Him- 
as therefore God is Kuen en. 
E be a jealous Gop, and 

tells us, My Glory will I not gi 1. an. 
une anorbher. As divine Worſhip: - 
2 then is due ta Gon, fo it is due — 18 end 


__ outward, 2 deft 


gut the ene being mere Pageantry, and 


ruth in the inward Parts. 


to complete the Duty, Go p muſt. have 
the Reverence both of tlie inward and out- 
ward Man; the inward Worſhip without the 

S but very 
ares ; their Addreſſes. to 
their Creator, oO ſcandalous: and. offenſive 
0 others; and the outward: Worſhip with- | 


pocriſy,, and therefore muſt be abhotr'd 
1 GD who, ſees in Secret, and requirct, 
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Worſnip, or to the Form and Manner of ours > 

| Worſhip, or to our Vecens: and devout Behavi- 
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- 1. Tur IJ - Words, 1 He Beauty of I fi 
if 1 may relate to che Place of divine Wor- + L 
[i hip, which the Septuagint chus tranſlate! | C 
N | 2 dunk 4 evls,' in His Holy Court; and in ches 7 
5 Margin of the Bible is thus expreſs d in His 4 
1 lorious Sanctuary. So that -to® worſhip®" tlie £ 
þ „ is ap. in the Beauty of Holinels, is 50 Wor- 2 
I ſhip Him in His Sanctuary, Which is e - * b 
i} 957ůd and  adorn'd,” as becomes 18 boly 5 5 
5 Place. it a0 17 gc daR A 
As ſpeaking to this Senſe of-the Werds ! | | 
0 ſhall ſhew, - ien eee. DI & c 
| 1. THAT. it has beim cke general Prackies of ö E 
| Mankind to ſet apart publick Places for dine A 
| Worllip. And, 7 0 ien 3 
| 2. THAT tis a very reaſotiable and bel! LY 
coming Acknowledgment of Mens Ho6nout - W Þ 
1 and Eſteem for the Obſect of their Work p. 1 
0 beautify: and; adorn ſuch Places, as are a f 
1 propriared 1 to His Service. And, fer 1 
ij I. IAN to ſhew, that it has been che Peng : | 


W cabÞr actice of Mankind to ſet apart publick - : 
if Places for divine Worſhip. This Practice has 
been 0 univerſal, that it ſeems to be grounded 
. on 


| itil Ea of Natüre, Ile leatbens th 
_— > ta of IKdolatry! built Pets 
ples and Altars for them, ar were no 


_ Gods. Before the Law, the Patriarchs had 
their certain and determinate Places for di⸗ 


vine Worſhip. Noah built an Altar unto 
the Lokb, as ſoon as he tame our of the 


Ark, and offer'd Bütnt⸗ Offerings, or | Eus 


chariſtical Sacrifices for their Deliverance 1 


from the Flood *; and Abraham 


erected one f, and planted a von, v0. 


Grove in Brerſpeba, Where Les + - Gen. iii 4 
called - if n the Name i O08 


Altar at Berbel 4: © 
Un px the Law, aa rem feen dan 


had their Tabernacle, their "em= _ Hi F * Bt 3 at 


ple, and their Synagogues ; ; where 


hey alfembled for divine Worlkip. The rhe EY 
Irmer were of Gop's own Appointment ; the 


atter of which, for its Beaury and Magnifis 


| eence A Mt the Glory of the Jewiſh Nation, 
i tf ar wal 


Wonder of the World. 
9 the Law, when the 
tome, He frequently repair'd to the Tem⸗ 


1 and honour'd their. Synagogues with 
His Preſence ; nor did His Diſciples withs _ 


dtaw themſelves from theſe publick Places 


or ſome time after His Death: And wen 
| they teturſl d- from the Temple, the pd, 
_ or up Room, fo often mention'd in the 


or 
A Of 


the Apoſtles, was the Place' where 


Lond e and Jacob bull a beet 1 


they 
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tion, and where they continued brraking of 


Bread, i. e. celebrating the Euchariſt, Af. 
T . N # | ping 3 5 . £2 + Sy 
 terwards, the Places for their ſacred Conven- 
tions, were ſome part of the Houſes of 


Critian Believers, which they piouſly ſe 2: 


S. Paul ſalutes the Churches in ſuch or ſuch 
an Houſe, i. e. the Congregations that met 


in the Houſes of ſuch pious, Chriſtians: 
Such were the Houles of. te duped A 
mon, P riſcilla, and Aquila. And that. in 
the Apoſtles Time, the Chriſtians had Places 
ſet apart for the Worſhip of Go p, ſeems 
plain from that Paſſage of S. Paul, 


x Cor. xi. 22. Have ye not Houſes to eas 


and drink in? or deſpiſe. ye. the Church of 
\ Gop? Where he reproves the Corinthians, 
for their intemperate and indecent Practices 

in ſo ſacred a Place. For, that by Church 

here, is meant the Place in which they us d 


to aſſemble; is evident from what went be- 


fore; for their coming together in the 
Church, ver. 1 8. is explain'd by their com- 


ing together into one Place, ver. 20. by 


meant not the Perſons, but the Place. Be- 


|  fides, the Church of G op being oppos d 


here to their own Houſes, or private Dwel- 


lings, muſt ſignify not the Aſſembly, and 7 
An 


the Place appointed for holy Dutie 


P » s 1. * . . k 18 * p - : a N _ # x4 5 
* — * * . - * „* * 4; « . 3 * 4 Nu * Loy * 
F ; P - 


* 333 E 4 
OY 


 Nymphas, Phile- 


which it evidently appears, that the Apoſtle a 
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Corant, ian, 
enuine, alu ur s us, that OB ISH did nor 
nly appoigt the Times When, the Perſons 
by whom, but the Places Where, He would 
ſolemnly ſery⸗ d and worſhipped, that all 
: Hinge. mig! 
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15 « the math b cond Century, * fanktins, i in 
mh tle" to the "Magnefianc, exhorts, them do 
meet together! to pray in one Place, 1 
he calls Tv ow, the Dh wo of Gov. Wok 

Ix the third 8 Word Eccleſia, a 


or Church, Fo us'd Fo Senſe which we 


2 2 


contend kot. "Suck 2 TOE K's 1% Bau 


ject s the Chrise d Fad had no 
1 and therefore charg” d them, with 
ThE gr rofſeſt Impiery ; and the Chriſtian Apo- 
og 1 


| s ſeem to acknowledge, that they 25 
5 oy Temples. In anſwer ro this, we muſt 


confider I Heatliens Notion of? a Temple; 

by which, they underſtood the Places de- 
_  vored1 to their Gods; wherein, as they ſup- 
pos d, their Deities were  Inclog'd * an 
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i Idol, 


„ apd kept from wand ng-Abroadeb : 
Magical Incantations; that ſo their Votari 
might know where to have them, when 


they had Occaſion to addreſs to them. Now 


v* 2 i * * 


s for ſuch Temples as theſe, th 


as f Chriſtians 


freely own d they had none, nor ought to 


have any: for that the true Gop did not 


dwell in Temples made with Hangs, as Onę 
contain d. in, or confin'd-te them; (Heaven 
being His Throne, and the whole Earth His 


Footſtool) Neither is He worſhipped with the 
Works of Mens Hands, as though He need 
eth any Thing, or could be apply'd to only 


in 4 Temple, or in a conſecrated Image. 


When the ancient Apologiſts then deny 
Chriſtians to have had any Temples, they 
muſt be underſtood to mean ſuch Temples, 
as were in Uſe amongſt the Heathens; other: 


_ Chriſtians, had their Houſes: of Aſſembly 


for divine Worſhip, which they complain 


were furiouſly demoliſh'd by their Enemies. 


HAvIN G thus ſhew'd that it has been 
the general Practice of Mankind to ſet. a- 
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part Places for the Worſhip of Goo ; and 
that the primitive Chriſtians had their cer; 


Fain and appropriate Places for their Joint 


> oo, 
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Nad 1 6 Then 


-dgmene of e 
15 15 Object of their 
| Beek 2dorn ſuch. Pla 


| And. thay this is 2g 5 eeable t9, Reaſon fg 
1 e Keatiniedrg⸗ of 5 

> from the 1 tf, the Hear 
7 who tho! under 

th at of Wirten f 
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5 ES: 1 7 0 d 1 80 005 
"3 to 7 who pr ofeſs the Belief of a 

True Gop, we find that hey are forward 
Enough ta expend their Wealth in furniſh-. 

ing and agorning their, own. Houſes ;.. and 5 
_ thoſe, whom t particula larly 1 AAR 
+: eſteem, { all, not 4H) of the diſtin nguiſhin 

Mark of their R Reſpect, Get eing 0 50 85 
eK I lle Apartme nt, , 
: 4 for ſuch Men, to 5 Bae | 
; in contributing towards the 


5 2nd Luſtre of G "Sam Houſe; Is needs 8 
be a very great hameand Re roach.;.and. 
is too, plain a Teſt wk chat they have not 
that juſt and eee e Regard | for = v, 


as they ought. For, how is it poſſible that 
Men can be wanting in any proper and _ 
enn Expreſſions of Honour and Gra- 
Fn | 8 


( 10 » 
Wake to Go b, who are table they de- 
rive all their Bleflings from Him? The 
Divine Majeſty, tis true, is not, as Man, 
affected with the Beauty and Splendour of of 
material Buildings; yet, fince” Chriſtian © 
Churches may as reaſonably be call'd the 
| Houſes of Gop, 2s the Temple was: by 
our Lok p, where, in an Eſpecial manner, 
He- vouch afes His Preſence; thoſe, who 
have a due Apprehenſion of His Greatneſs 
and Majeſty, and of His Mercy and Good- 
neſs to Man, will not decline the Ex- 
Pes of any decent Ornaments for thoſe 
Places, which are ſet apart for His Ho- 
75 and Service. Aud tho in the firſt 
while the e were perſecu- 
5, for their Religion, it cannot be ima- 
gin d that they thould have ſuch ſtately and 
magnificent Churches, as the Peace, and 
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